Monthly Insight

Ryan Lam, CFA
Head of Research
ryan.lam@shacombank.com.hk
+852 2841 5283

20 October 2021
The Well-Oiled Turbulence, in Japanese Style


As summer turned to autumn, the yen becomes short-seller magnet.



Being the biggest importer of mineral fuels among the G10, the oil spike seems
set to blow a huge hole on Japan’s balance of payments.



As ever, however, when oil inventories are eventually replenished, it will tips the
balance in yen-bull favor once again.



The key thing to watch, therefore, is the activities of oil importers.

If JPY

reverts back to its age-old appreciation pattern in Tokyo trading zone, it’s the
first sign that the dollar rally will falter with saturating oil demand.

Theme Article
Japanese yen enjoyed a renaissance ahead of the hope-inspiring PM election.
summer turned to autumn, the yen becomes short-seller magnet.

As

Coal, natural gas,

oil and gasoline prices have all spiked, and inflation is no longer looking quite so
transitory.
And Japan fits right into this tragedy.

Not only the country suffers as the biggest

importer of mineral fuels (in terms of GDP) among the G10 (Exhibit 1), households
cannot easily scale back their consumption of heat or gasoline.

In the absence of

proper relief valve, the oil spike seems set to blow a huge hole on Japan’s balance of
payments, inevitably bringing the JPY down with it.

Exhibit 1: Net Energy Import (% of Energy Use)
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The market sinks its teeth into the energy dependence story. Which is certainly fair,
but it doesn’t speak to the real question.

The real question is, “when will oil

inventories be replenished; if so, how do we know?” The key thing to watch, therefore,
is the activities of oil importers, ideally in real time.

If you don’t work at a well-established Japanese bank, don’t worry.

Typically,

Japanese exporters dominate in Tokyo time and USD tends to depreciate against JPY.
This trend has been bucked recently, plausibly because oil importers are bidding up
USD to get filled on their USD bids. If JPY reverts back to its age-old appreciation
pattern in Tokyo trading zone, it’s the first sign that the dollar rally will falter.
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The violent move in US rates seems to have run out of steam. Given the
pervasive bias to be long dollar, it would not be surprised to see some profit
taking, unless rates resume its ascendency.
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EUR has shown no interest in attempting to break key support at 1.15.

Neutral

From a tactical risk reward point of view might be worth considering short
term longs towards 1.17s.
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pricing. He warned the Bank “will have to act” to curb inflationary pressures.
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aggressive expectations.
The yuan strikes back, driven by record high exports and mouth-watering
Less confrontational US-China relation and a ring fencing

around Evergrande credit risks might lend further support for the RMB to
extend its exceptional run.
The energy crisis has left the JPY vulnerable, and the BoJ is under no
pressure to join in the race to raise rate.
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Despite that, we doubt that the BoE will be able to meet the already

high carry.
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Hawkish comments from BoE Governor Bailey continue to justify rate re-
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Pension funds also stopped

selling foreign equities since August. The heavy tone we saw this month is
likely to stay.

AUD has been at the forefront of the commodity boom.

Still, the RBA has

pledged to keep policy on hold until February, the AUD may struggle to push
through the September high of 0.75.
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The high-beta kiwi remains at the whim of risk sentiment.

NZD is the only overbought major currencies against the USD, and is
therefore looking at some liquidation-induced downside risk.
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Table 1: GDP Growth and Rates Forecasts
GDP growth (% YoY)

Key policy rate (% yearend)

2018

2019

2020

2021F

2018

2019

2020

2021F

US

2.9

2.2

-3.5

5.3

2.25-2.50

1.75-2.00

0.00-0.25

0.00-0.25

Eurozone

1.8

1.2

-6.8

4.0

-0.40

-0.50

-0.50

-0.50

UK

1.4

1.4

-9.8

4.5

0.75

0.75

0.10

0.10

Japan

0.8

0.7

-4.8

3.0

-0.10

-0.10

-0.20

-0.20

China*

6.6

6.1

2.3

7.5

4.35

4.35

4.35

4.35

Hong Kong^

3.5

-1.2

-6.1

5.7

5.125

5.125

5.125

5.125

*1-year lending rate, ^Prime rate
Source: Bloomberg, Shanghai Commercial Bank

Table 2: Foreign Exchange Outlook
Yearend target
Current

2020

2021F

EUR/USD

1.16

1.22

1.15

GBP/USD

1.38

1.37

1.37

USD/JPY

114

103

115

USD/CNH

6.39

6.50

6.45

AUD/USD

0.75

0.77

0.73

NZD/USD

0.72

0.72

0.70

Source: Bloomberg, Shanghai Commercial Bank
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Disclaimer - Investment Involves Risk
Investment Risk Disclosure


The following risk disclosure statement cannot disclose all the risks involved and does not take into
account any circumstances that are unknown to Shanghai Commercial Bank Limited (the “Bank”).
Investment involves risks. Securities, Investment fund and Bonds are investment products. The price of
investment products may go up or down, and may become valueless. It is as likely that losses will be
incurred rather than profit made as a result of buying or selling investment products. Any past performance
figures shown are not indicative of futures performance. Part of the investment may not be able to liquidate
immediately under certain market situation. Customers should refer to relevant offering documents for
detailed information, including but not limited to Risk Disclosures, prior to any investment subscription.
The products described herein may not be suitable for all people. The decisions to invest are made by
customers and customers should not invest in investment products unless the intermediary selling them
has explained to them that the product is suitable for them having regard to customers’ financial situation,
investment experience and investment objectives. Customers should not make any investment decisions
based on this document alone. Customers must make their own assessment of the information provided
in this document. Customers should carefully consider whether any investment products or services
mentioned herein are appropriate for them in view of their financial situations, investment experiences and
investment objectives. If customers have any doubt about this material or any relevant offering document,
they should consult their own independent advisers on the legal, regulatory, tax, investment and financial
implications of the investments (including but not limited to estate duty and withholding tax and other tax
obligations which may arise from local or foreign investment) as they deem appropriate to ensure that they
understand the nature of the investments in order to consider whether the investments are suitable
investments for them.



Investment Risk in Securities: The prices of securities fluctuate, sometimes dramatically. The price of a
security may move up or down, and may become valueless. It is as likely that losses will be incurred rather
than profit made as a result of buying and selling securities. Investment involves risks. Any past
performance figures shown are not indicative of futures performance. Part of the investment may not be
able to liquidate immediately under certain market situation. Customers must ensure to read and
understand the information of Shanghai and Shenzhen Connect A-shares trading of the Bank including
relevant details, trading rules, risk, fees, restriction and notices before investing in Shanghai and
Shenzhen Connect A-shares trading.



Investment Risk in investment funds: The prices of investment funds fluctuate, sometimes dramatically.
The price of an investment fund may go up or down and may become valueless. It is as likely that losses
will be incurred rather than profit made as a result of buying and selling investment funds. Investment
involves risks. Any past performance figures shown are not indicative of futures performance. Part of the

investment may not be able to liquidate immediately under certain market situation. Customers should
refer to relevant investment fund offering documents for detailed information, including but not limited to
Risk Disclosures, prior to any investment fund subscription. Customers should carefully consider whether
any investment products or services mentioned herein are appropriate for them in view of their financial
situations, investment experiences and investment objectives. Please refer to explanatory memorandum
or relevant materials of the fund for further information. The subscription of investment fund is subjected
to prevailing regulatory requirements and restrictions and relevant terms and conditions of the Bank. The
Bank acts as a distributor of the funds managed by fund housed and the funds are the product of the third
party fund houses. For distribution of funds – in respect of an eligible dispute (as defined in the Terms of
Reference for the Financial Dispute Resolution Centre in relation to the Financial Dispute Resolution
Scheme) arising between the Bank and the customers out of the selling process or processing of the
related transaction, the Bank is required to enter into a Financial Dispute Resolution Scheme process with
the customers; however any dispute over the contractual terms of the product should be resolved directly
between the third party fund house and the customers.


Investment Risk in Bonds: Bond investments are not bank deposits and involve risks, including the
possible loss of the principal amount invested. Customers should be aware of the risk of exchange rate
fluctuations for bonds denominated in non-local currency, which may cause a loss of principal. Unless
specified, these investments are not guaranteed by the Bank. The prices of bonds fluctuate, sometimes
dramatically. The price of a bond may go up or down and may become valueless. It is as likely that losses
will be incurred rather than profit made as a result of subscribing and redeeming bonds. Investment
involves risks. Any past performance figures shown are not indicative of future performance, which the
Bank does not guarantee the existence of a secondary market for bonds. Part of the investment may not
be able to liquidate immediately under certain market situation. Customers should refer to relevant bonds
offering documents for detailed information, including but not limited to Risk Disclosures, prior to any
bonds subscription.



RMB is subject to exchange rate risk (only applicable to Individual Customers): RMB is currently not freely
convertible. Customers should be aware that they can conduct conversion of RMB at CNH rate through
bank accounts, for which it is subject to the requirements specified by the Relevant Authorities from time
to time, the requirements specified by the Bank and/ or the RMB position and commercial decisions of the
Bank at that moment. RMB Conversion Limitation Risk (only applicable to Corporate Customers): RMB is
currently not freely convertible. Corporate Customers should be aware that they can conduct conversion
of RMB through bank accounts, for which it is subject to the requirements specified by the Relevant
Authorities from time to time, the requirements specified by the Bank and/ or the RMB position and
commercial decisions of the Bank at that moment. RMB investments are subject to exchange rate
fluctuations which may provide both opportunities and risks. The fluctuation in the exchange rate of RMB

may result in losses in the event that the customer converts RMB into HKD or other foreign currencies. If
the home currency of the customer is different from the Investment product currency or the Investment
product's reference currency, changes in currency exchange rates may erode the investment gains or
widen the investment losses of the customer.


The information of this document has not been reviewed by the Securities and Futures Commission of
Hong Kong or any regulatory authorities in Hong Kong.

Important Notice / Disclaimer:


This document is issued and solely owned by the Bank. This document is for general information and
reference only and does not constitute any offer, solicitation, invitation, advice or recommendation to
subscribe, trade, redeem or sell for any deposits or investments. No representation, guarantee or other
assurance as to the outcome of any investment has been made or will be given to you by or on behalf of
the Bank.



This document contains information from third party, which may be incomplete or simplified. Although the
information herein contained is obtained or compiled from sources the Bank believes to be reliable, it has
not been independently verified. The Bank cannot and does not represent or warrant the accuracy, validity,
reliability, timeliness or completeness of any such information (whether in whole or in part), and accepts
no liability for any loss or damage howsoever arising from or in reliance upon the whole or any part of
such information or opinions (unless due to the negligence or wilful default of the Bank, the Bank’s
authorised officers, employees or agents). The Bank reserves the right to amend all or any part in this
document, which all views, forecasts and estimates constitute judgments made before the publication date,
and are subject to change without further notice. This document contains certain statements that may be
deemed as forward-looking statements involving risks and uncertainties. Customers should be aware that
actual results may differ materially from those projected, estimated, assumed or anticipated in any such
forward-looking statements due to different factors, risks and economic situation.



The information herein contained may not be reproduced, quoted, distributed, disclosed or published
(whether in whole or in part) in any media for any purpose without prior express written consent from the
Bank. The Bank accepts no liability for any loss arising from or in reliance upon such information or
contents. This document is not intended for distribution to, or use by, any person or entity in any jurisdiction
or country where such distribution would be contrary to the laws or regulations.



The Bank and its affiliates or subsidiaries, and/or their officers, directors, agents and employees may have
positions in and may trade for their own account in all or any of the securities or investments mentioned
in this document. Companies within the Bank may have provided investment services or underwritten in
relation to these securities. Commission or other fees may be earned by the Bank respect of the services
provided by them relating to these securities or investments.

